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First, then, I should be inclined to put clearness
of expression, directness, going straight for the
point. Is this merely the same quality as keeping
to the point to which I have already alluded? To
some extent doubtless it is, but now I am thinking
more of each word, phrase, sentence and paragraph.
There may be hard words and there may be long
sentences, but supposing your vocabulary enables
you to follow the thought, do you not feel that you
move along with an ease and a security and a clear-
ness of view that I can only parallel with the experi-
ence of being driven through picturesque country
by a competent chauffeur in a first-class motor-car
over good roads on a bright and exhilarating morning.
How much of this effect is due just to the competent
use of words by Alpha in saying what he has to say?
Could anything be plainer or more effective and direct
than this, from the essay On the Cheerfulness of the
Blind, concerning Mr. Pulitzer? " Night came down
on him with terrible suddenness. He was watching
the sunset from his villa one evening when he said:
* How quickly the sun has set/ ' But it has not set/
said his companion. * Oh, yes, it has; it is quite
dark/ he answered. In that moment he had gone
stone blind/'
In the second place, Alpha has a most fcappy
choice of words and expressions, covering a great
range with the utmost ease, and adding a feeling to
his work quite distinct from that of mere competence
and power. It would be easy to find in many of the